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Ateneo de Manila is 
a leader in sustainability 
education



Ateneo de Manila 
promote sustainability 
in various levels

Basic Education

Grade School

Junior High School

Senior High School

Higher Education

School of Science and Engineering

School of Medicine and Public Health*

School of Humanities

School of Law*

School of Government

School of Social Sciences

School of Education and Learning Design

School of Management

Graduate School of Business*



Research in Ateneo de Manila

Impact-driven

Mission-oriented

Engaged citizenry

Interdisciplinary and systems approach



Integral ecology

UNIVERSITY PRIORITY AREAS 2021-2023

Educational reform 
and transformation

Universal health 
and well-being

Bridging cultural 
divided



Integral ecology

“[We] cannot adequately combat environmental degradation 
unless we attend to causes related to human and social 
degradation.” (Laudato Si’, #28)

“Efforts at education will be inadequate and [ineffective] unless 
we strive to promote a new way of thinking about human 
beings, life, society and our relationship with nature… 
[Certain] mindsets really do influence our behavior.” (#215)



Case 1: Freshwater biodiversity

Closing the gaps in:

1. aquatic 
biodiversity 
inventory
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Closing the gaps in:

1. aquatic biodiversity inventory

Discovered >90 new insect species 
since 2020

Case 1: Freshwater biodiversity



Closing the gaps in:

1. aquatic biodiversity inventory

First Georissidae
in the Philippines

Case 1: Freshwater biodiversity



Closing the gaps in:

1. aquatic biodiversity inventory

2. local community knowledge 

Case 1: Freshwater biodiversity



Closing the gaps in:

1. aquatic biodiversity inventory

2. local community knowledge 

3. science-policy discourse on 
sustainable resource 
management

Case 1: Freshwater biodiversity



“Politicians discussing global warming”
Isaac Cordal / Sculpture  (Berlin)

Case 1: Freshwater biodiversity



Closing the gaps in:

1. aquatic biodiversity inventory

2. local community knowledge 

3. science-policy discourse on 
sustainable resource 
management

Case 1: Freshwater biodiversity



SalaguGang of Ateneo BiodivLab: Field trips and internships

Case 1: Freshwater biodiversity



SalaguGang of Ateneo BiodivLab: Workshops

Case 1: Freshwater biodiversity



SalaguGang of Ateneo BiodivLab: Seminars

Case 1: Freshwater biodiversity



SalaguGang of Ateneo BiodivLab: Conferences

Case 1: Freshwater biodiversity



Partnerships

Case 1: Freshwater biodiversity



Partnerships

Case 1: Freshwater biodiversity



This University-wide study seeks to investigate the stakeholders’ 
understanding, valuation, and perception of the SDGs and integral 
ecology. Specifically, this project intends to answer the following research 
questions:

• RQ1: How you understand: What is the community’s understanding and 
perception on sustainable development and integral ecology?

• RQ2: How you value: What is the attitude (valuation) of the community 
toward sustainability and integral ecology?

• RQ3: How you practice: How much does the community embody (action) 
sustainable lifestyle and integral ecology?

Case 2: Sustainability behaviors



Part 1: How the University community travels?

Part 2: How can we make the University 
community shift in its mobility preferences?

Case 2: Sustainability behaviors



Case 3: SMSEs



How can SMSEs mitigate the impact of 
climate change?

How can universities and government 
implement just transition to 
sustainable enterprises in SMSEs?

Case 3: SMSEs



Sustainability not 
only integrated in 
research, but in 
the curriculum
map regardless 
of the major



2008–2015 

Building 
Foundations
on Sustainability 
in the University

2015–2022 

Responding to 
the Demands 
of the Changing 
Landscape

2022 onwards

Renewing our 
Commitment
in Light of 
Integral Ecology

Navigating towards sustainability:
The case of Ateneo de Manila University



Building Foundations on 
Sustainability in the University2008–2015 

CONTEXT DRIVERS

Sustainability as not a priority 
among different sectors

General Congregation of the 
Society of Jesus

Sustainability leadership 

Likeminded members of 
the university community

Issues in the community



Our mission is to promote integral ecology and a culture of 
sustainability and resilience across the University and its partners 

through incubating and mainstreaming innovative practices.

35th General Congregation of 
the Society of Jesus: 
environmental management

2008

2013

Creation of AEMC

2009

Creation of the
ATENEO INSTITUTE OF SUSTAINABILITY



Responding to the Demands 
of the Changing Landscape2015–2022

CONTEXT DRIVERS
Release of numerous hallmark 
documents and global 
commitments in 2015

• UN SDGs

• Paris Agreement, SFDRR, Addis Ababa 
Agenda

• Laudato Si’

Increasing number of industries 
hiring sustainability officers

Increasing demand from industries:

• to build a generation equipped with 
sustainability competences 

• to deepen their own understanding of 
sustainability

Embodiment of Jesuit identity:

• leads to fullest possible development 
of the human person

• directed towards service of the 
community



Maneuvering barriers to introduction of 
collaborative academic programs

• 2015: Minor in Sustainability

• 2017: Master of Science in Sustainability 
Management 

• 2021: Master in Disaster Risk and Resilience

• 2018: core curriculum revision, in line with 
national K+12 educational reforms

• STS 10: Science, technology, and society

• SocSci 13: Economy, society, and sustainable 
development

• 153 Interdisciplinary Electives (IEs)

Responding to the Demands of the Changing Landscape



Reinforcing academic programs with 
co-curricular activities

• SDG-themed TALAB (alternative class program)

• Sustainability as core competence in student 
organizations

Responding to the Demands of the Changing Landscape



Developing incentive system for 
employees working on sustainability

• Grants for SDG-aligned research projects

• Launch of LS Outstanding Scholarly Work for 
Sustainability

Responding to the Demands of the Changing Landscape



Renewing our Commitment 
in Light of Integral Ecology2022–present

CONTEXT DRIVERS

Post-pandemic

• Return to on-site operations

• Changing community composition

Reformulation of 2030 priority 
areas

Integral Ecology as one of the 
four priority areas under the 
Lux in Domino 2030

• University commitments

• Carbon Neutrality

Laudato Si’ University



Engaging stakeholders in collective 
reimagination of campus

• Sustainable University Master Plan

• Climate Action Plan

• Biodiversity Action Plan

Renewing our Commitment in Light of Integral Ecology



Scoping of documents
Consultation with 
concerned offices

Presentation to 
Laudato Si’ Council and 
SEEDS

Initial draft Revision and 
realignment of targets

Approval of the Board of Trustees

JANUARY 2025

15 NOVEMBER 2025

The Sustainable University Master Plan is being 
developed through a recursive and consultative process

JULY to AUGUST 2024

OCTOBER 2024

NOVEMBER to DECEMBER 2024

DECEMBER 2024 to 
JANUARY 2025

29 public consultations; 
asynchronous public review

FEBRUARY to MAY 2025

Revisions; second 
round of asynchronous 
public review

JUNE to SEPTEMBER 2025



End State Targets/Goals
w/ document/s & office/s

Definition

A sustainable 
Ateneo de Manila is…

Declaration of vision Success indicators

Short-term: 2025-2027

Medium-term: 2030

Long-term: 2050

parts of the 
definition7

22
55

end states

targets



What is a sustainable Ateneo de Manila?

1. A sustainable Ateneo de Manila acts as a responsible ecological steward in 
its operations.

2. A sustainable Ateneo de Manila is a resilient and adaptable university.

3. A sustainable Ateneo de Manila is an accessible, inclusive, safe university.

4. A sustainable Ateneo de Manila promotes and instills health and wellness.

5. A sustainable Ateneo de Manila is a financially viable university.

6. A sustainable Ateneo de Manila is a catalyst for nation-building.

7. A sustainable Ateneo de Manila is a leader in sustainability education and 
ecological spirituality.



DEFINITION A sustainable Ateneo de Manila is a leader in 
sustainability education and ecological spirituality

7

Ateneo de Manila integrates 
sustainability and integral ecology 
across all academic programs, 
consistent with the Jesuit 
tradition of holistic education and 
formation.

END STATE 7.1

Integrate the principles of sustainability 
and integral ecology into the curriculum 
across all schools

MEDIUM-TERM GOAL, by 2030

Ateneo de Manila supports and 
advances research that 
contributes to sustainable 
development and integral 
ecology.

END STATE 7.2

Ensure that 70% of research, creative 
work, and deployed innovations 
produced by the University contribute to 
any or several of the 17 SDGs

MEDIUM-TERM GOAL, by 2030

Create an ESD training program for all 
faculty by 2026

SHORT-TERM GOAL, by 2027

Ateneo de Manila continues to 
form persons for and with 
others, rooted in the Filipino 
identity, ecological spirituality, 
and sustainability.

END STATE 7.3

Further develop lifelong learning programs 
that upskill the greater community in 
sustainability and integral ecology

Integrate principles of sustainability and 
integral ecology into the formation 
programs across all schools and units

MEDIUM-TERM GOAL, by 2030



Ateneo Institute of Sustainability

aisustanability

ADMU.AIS

ateneo.edu/ais

ais@ateneo.edu

In this challenging time, real-world 
impact as driven by institutional 

mission should be the core of our 
research endeavors

Institutional support and collaboration are 
crucial in advancing the role of research that 

contributes to the 17 SDGs



3

Emmanuel D. Delocado, PhD

Thank You!

41

Ateneo Institute of Sustainability

aisustanability

ADMU.AIS

ateneo.edu/ais

ais@ateneo.edu

Year -end Magazine 
SY2024 -2025

Sustainability 
Report 2019 -2022

Director, AIS

edelocado@ateneo.edu 
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