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"Our students are at the centre of everything we do. As graduates, our students will be ready to embrace the world. Every student will
be empowered to excel in a rapidly changing world as global citizens, professionals and leaders.”
Prof. Maryanne Dever, DVC Education and Students, Western Sydney University
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Our Sustainability Graduate Attribute
fosters ALL students and graduates to
“contribute to a sustainable, diverse,
and socially-just world.”

Curation of targeted professional learning
resources to embed our Sustainability Graduate
Attribute, including:

+ Defining Education for Sustainability (or ESD)

GAs prOVide d UniverSitY'Wide framework . Designing curriculum framework _—
embedded in ALL programs, interpreted « Academic professional learning and
and defined in the context of each

sustainability L&T guide

program. * Policy, practices, and procurers to embed ESD

Student learning for sustainability through strategic, institution-wide initiatives,
including:

+ Dedicated specialisations across all programs and levels (UG and PG)

« Annual Sustainability Literacy and Knowledge Survey

« Co-curricular opportunities (e.g. student mobility, microcredentials, etc)
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Research for Sustainability Impact

"We are committed to sustainable development, research excellence, and partnerships with industry and research leaders that ensures

we are actively tackling the world’s greatest challenges.”
Prof. Deb Sweeney, Provost, Western Sydney University
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Engagement and Partnerships for ESD

"RCEs act as localised hubs for learning and collaboration, translating the
SDGs into local realities through integrated research, formal and informal

eaucation and community engagement. We think global and act local.”
Brittany Vermeulen, RCE-GWS Convenor, Western Sydney University
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Hosted by Western, RCE Greater
Western Sydney is a multi-sector
ESD network (1 of 200 around the

world), acknowledged by the United
Nations University. Since 2012:

« Multiple streams of SDG work

» 26 regional education partners

« 80+ ESD initiatives and projects

* 45,000+ community participants

« 1,000+ WSU student engagements
through WIL, field work, projects,
embedded content, mobility, and
paid internships

RCE GREATER WESTERN SYDNEY

AREAS OF IMPACT (2024-2025)

HEALTHY WATERWAYS AND
URBAN BIODIVERSITY
(SDG 6,14 and 15)

FIRST NATIONS
KNOWLEDGES,
EDUCATION AND
PARTNERSHIPS
(SDG 4 and 17)

NEW AND JUST
ECONOMIES

(FOOD AND WASTE)
(SDG 2,9and12)
cross-cutting themes

BUILDING CLIMATE RESILIENT
COMMUNITIES
(SDG 11,12 and 13)
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Community-based, collaborative research, education and engagement for impact

and action

2017

Activating citizen science

Community members and WSU
scientists teamed up to collect

technology in conservation)

22 sites
positive
‘ 2 Jvend, for p/atypus

2016

Community concern

Community concerns over platypus
populations in a priority growth corridor in
North-West Sydney, with proposed 33,000
new houses.

Two historic records in area

eDNA water samples (an emerging

2020-21

Partnership formalisation Restoration and action

Reformation of the Hawkesbury-
Nepean Waterkeeper Alliance with
six regional organisations to be a
voice for the river under MoU and
RCE-GWS.

2018-19

Scientific endeavor

Establishment of Western’s Hawkesbury-
Nepean Platypus research project, led by
Dr Michelle Ryan with a team of HDR
students.

Increase to 80+ recordings (ongoing)

2024-27

Government funding (AUD $1M)
for on-ground cultural and
ecological outcomes for platypus
habitat across hotspots in Western
Sydney.

2021-2025+

A loveable river

Series of external education, professional
development and citizen science programs (x 15),
and curriculum integration into UG and PG
programs.

3,000+ community members engaged in learning
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